Carl F. Price, "What Is a Hymn' [Paper of the Hymn Society of America, 1937]

A Christian hymn is a lyric poem, reverently and devotionally conceived, which is designed to be sung
and which expresses the worshipper's attitude toward God, or God's purposes in human life. It should
be simple and metrical in form, genuinely emotional, poetic and literary in style, spiritual in quality,
and in its ideas so direct and so immediately apparent as to unify a congregation while singing it. [Used
by permission. ]

The essential ingredients of this definition are:

1. a metrical poem

. reverent and devotional in nature

. poetic and literary in style

. spiritual in quality

. expresses the worshipper's attitude toward God
. unites the congregation who SINGS it.
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"To sing is to pray twice." -- St. Augustine

Kapn @. Ilpaiic, «4Tto Takoe ruMH», AMEPUKaHCKOE 0OIIECTBO U3TaHMs TUMHOB, 1937T.

XPHUCTHAHCKHI TUMH MPEACTaBISAET COOOM JTUPUUYECKYIO TT0AMY, OJIarOroBeHO M MOJIMTBEHHO
OCMBICIICHHYIO, ITPEAHA3HAYEHHYIO I [IEHKs U BBIPAXKAIOLy0 OTHOLIEHUE Moursierocs k bory, a
Takke boxxbr HaMepeHUs B YeTTOBEUYECKOM XU3HU. | UMH TOJKEH OBITH MIPOCT M pa3MepeH 1o Gopme,
UCKPEHHE DMOLMOHAJICH, IOATUYEH U IPAMOTEH 110 CTHIIIO, 1YXOBEH 110 Ka4€CTBY; CMBICII TMMHA
JIOJI’KEH BOCIIPUHUMATBHCS HACTOJIBKO MPSMO M HEMTOCPEACTBEHHO, YTOOBI OH MOT OOBEIUHATh LIEPKOBbD,
MOIOIIYIO €rO.

BaxxuelmyuMy COCTaBIISIONIMIMU B 3TOM OIPCACIICHUUN ABJISIFOTCA:

. puMOBaHHBIHN cTHX

. OJaroroBeiHas 1 MOJIUTBEHHAS TTPUPOJIA

. IO9THYECKas TpaMOTHas (hopma

. IyXOBHOE Ka4eCTBO

. BBIpa)XaeT OTHOIIEHUe Mouislierocs k bory
. 00BeNHSIET LIEPKOBb, MOIOLTYI0 TUMH
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«IIeTp — 3HAYUT MOJIUTHCS JIBAKIBD) — ABsr YCTHUH.



