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"America the Blessed" - 2
A minor-key adaptation of "America the Beautiful"
Katharine Lee Bates (b.1859) - Samuel A.Ward (b.1847)

A Bridge Sower - with rhythmic freedom to fit the text
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- . In Babylon King Belshazzar invited his officersto a feast.
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As the wine flowed freely, he remembered the cups, taken from the Jewish Temple during the reign of his father, Nebuchadnezzar.
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While they drank to their idols of gold and silver, there suddenly appeared before them the fingers of a hand, writing on the wall.
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Belshazzar trembled with fear and sent for astrologers, but none of them could interpret. Then he sent for God's servant, Daniel.
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"You have not humbled your heart, but have defied the Lord of heaven. You've not glorified the God in whose hand your breath is.
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Hiswords are 'mene, mene, tekel, parsin' -- and 'tekel' means: "You are weighed in the balance and are found wanting.' "
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