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American Folk Tune

Performance Notes
This arrangement invokes the style of American Mountain and Bluegrass music. For example, the opening malleted
bass line mimics the plucked strings of the acoustic bass; the treble thumb-damped chords resemble the “chop” of the
mandolin; and the melody sings forth as a violin in a mournful low register.

In measures 37-51 the toll swings and echo markings apply only to the whole and tied whole notes.

The gyro technique        is played by ringing the bell, then while holding in a vertical position, slowly rotate to
produce a slight vibration in sound. There is no set number of turns per note, but in this piece, one or two rotations
per whole note should work well. In measures 88 - 90 one rotation per measure is advised with a clean damp on the
first beat of measure 91. Remember, this is a very visual technique, so let the movement reflect the mood.

If the special techniques are difficult to execute at first, rehearse without them until ringers feel comfortable with the
notes. Then incorporate the techniques a few at a time.

Optional Handchimes used: 3 octave (14 chimes)

optional 3 & 4 octave choirs omit notes in <  >.
3 octave choirs omit notes in (  ).

5 octave choirs play all notes.
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Handbells used: 3 octaves (27 bells);
4 octaves (33 bells);
5 octaves (39 bells)
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