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FOREWORD

The Misa Criolla, composed by Ariel Ramirez in 1963, is a synthesis of popular and
liturgical styles. It is based on South American folk music, particularly the rhythms
and melodies of Argentina.

The opening Kyrie is in the rhythm of the vidala-baguala. This music, characteristic of
northern Argentina, depicts the feeling of loneliness one has living on a deserted high
plateau. The Gloria rhythm, the carnavalito, is also from the same area but evokes the
sense of rejoicing implicit in this part of the mass. The two sections of the Gloria are
separated by a recitative (Yaravi), which makes the cadence of the carnavalito more bril-
liant when it returns with a full rhythmic accompaniment.

The chacerera trunca, a folk theme of central Argentina, is the basis of the Credo.
Its obsessive rhythm accentuates the profession of faith, and the section ends with the
final words of prayer, which reaffirms the triumph of everlasting life.

One of the most beautiful and unusual Bolivian folk rhythms, the carnaval
cochabambino, is used for the Sanctus. It has a subdued but marked beat. The
Agnus Dei is written in a typical style of the pampas (estilo pampeano). As in the
Kyrie, a feeling of solitude and distance is created. A simple recitative expresses the
universal longing for peace.

This work has won the unprecedented admiration of the critics and public of
Argentina and other South American countries. It proves that indigenous musical
forms can communicate the highest values of life and that religious beliefs can be
conveyed through a popular medium of expression.



Ariel Ramirez was born in Santa Fé, Argentina, in 1921. He has specialized in the
folklore of his native country and has made extensive studies of its history and devel-
opment. In 1950 he went to Europe to study the folklore of Central Europe at the
Academy of Vienna. He received a fellowship to the institute of Hispanic Culture in
Madrid where he studied the origins of Argentine music.

The Spanish liturgical text of Misa Criolla is by A. Catena, A. Mayol and J. G.
Segade; the English text is by Louise Dobbs; and Padre Jesus Gabriel Segade made
the choral arrangements.

INSTRUMENTATION

Harpsichord or Piano
Guitar
String Bass
Percussion (3 players):

2 Tenor Drums (Bombo Argentino)
2 Tom-Toms (Tumbadoras)
Triangle (Triangulos)
Jingles (Cascabeles)
Small Gong
Temple Woodblocks (Cocos)
Snare Drum with Brushes (Tambor)

Recorded on the Philips Connoisseur Collection album, PCC 219.
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Larger Choral Works from the

%W@&?W Catalog

CANTEMUS DOMINCQ — M.R. Delalande (1857-17286)"

Motet for Mixed Chorus, Alto, Tenor and Baritone Soloists.

Edited by Karl Husa

THE CHORAL ART — Ed. by Arthur Lief

Choral performance as a guide to music history.

A collection that provides a practical performing edition
of what might be called ten centuries of vocal art.
Plainchant to 1475 - Vol. 1 Early Renaissance - Vol. 2

CHRISTMAS IS COMING — E. Siegmeister, R. Wheeler
For Mixed Chorus and Narrator

THE CREATION — .J. Haydn (1732-1809)*

Oratorio for Mixed Chorus, Soprano, Tenor and Bass
Soloists.

Ed. by Robert Shaw, with a New English translation by
R. Shaw and Alice Parker

A DAY FOR DANCING — Lloyd Pfautsch®
For Mixed Chorus

DIXIT — A. Vivaldi (1678-1741)°
For Double Mixed Choruses with Organ or Piano Acc.
Edited by Louis Pichierri

GLORIA — Lloyd Pfautsch®
For Mixed Chorus and Alto Solo

GLORIA — A. Vivaldi (1678-1741)
For Women's Chorus, Soprano and Alto Soloists.,
Arranged by L. Pichiarri

LAGRIME D'AMANTE — C. Monteverdi (1567-1643)
For Mixed Chorus, a cappella.
Edited by David Randolph

LIEBESLIEDER WALZER (Opus 52) — J. Brahms
For Mixed Chorus with Four-Hand Piano Accompaniment
Edited by Robert Shaw

THE LITTLE NEWBORN JESUS CHILD — D. Buxtehude®

For Mixed Chorus with Organ Accompaniment
Ed. & Arr. by Walter Ehret

MAGNIFICAT — J. C. Bach (1735-1782)"
For Mixed Chorus. Edited by W. Ehret

MAGNIFIGAT A SEI VOCI — C. Monteverdi®
(from The Vespers of 1610) For Mixed Ghorus
Edited by Don Smithers

MAGNIFICAT PRIMO (a 6 Voci) — C. Monteverdi*
For Mixed Chrous. Ed. by Roger Wagner

Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.

AlfI'Ed 16320 Roscoe Blvd., Suite 100
L ‘I P.O. Box 10003
=.¥) Van Nuys, CA 91410-0003
alfred.com

THE MANY MOODS OF CHRISTMAS*
Four Suites for Mixed Chorus.
Arr. by Robert Russell Bennett. Vol. 1, Vol. 2, Vol. 3, Vol. 4

MASS IN F MAJOR — Leonard Leo (1694-1744)°
For Mixed Chorus and Soloists. Edited by Vahé Aslanian.

MASS IN F MAJOR — Leonard Leo (1694-1744)"
For Mixed Chorus and Soloists. Edited by Vahé Aslanian.

MASS IN G MAJOR — Carl Maria von Weber*
For Mixed Chorus and Soloists. Edited by Abraham Kaplan

MISA CRIOLLA — Ariel Ramirez
For Mixed Chorus and Soloists with Percussion, Guitar and
Piano or Harpsichord Accompaniment

MISSA DE CARNEVAL — F. Gaffurio (1451-1522)
For Mixed Chorus, a cappefla. Edited by Russell A. Hammar

MISSA LUBA — Mass in Congolese Style.
For Mixed Chorus with Tenor Soloist and Percussion.
Arr, Guido Haazen

MNAVIDAD NUESTRA — Ariel Ramirez

For Mixed Chorus, Tenor and Baritone Soloists with
Percussion, Guitar and Piano or Harpsichord
Accompaniment

NEUE LIEBESLIEDER (Opus 65) — J. Brahms
For Mixed Chorus with Four-Hand Piano Aocompamment
Ed. by Roger Wagner

PUER NATUS EST (Born to Us) — J. Regnart
For Mixed Chorus, a cappelfa. Edited by Rubsamen

SALVE REGINA (Hear Me, O Lord God)
by Thomas Luis de Victoria. For Mixed Chorus, a cappelia

WS Ut pajuL]

THE SEASONS — Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)*
Oratorio for Mixed Chorus and Soloists. Ed. by Robert Shaw.
New English Translation by A. Parker and T. Pyle

THEY CALLED HER MOSES

A Cantata Based on Traditional Negro Material
For Mixed Ghorus and Soloists.

Ed. by Robert DeCormier and D. McKayle

WHATSOE'ER YE DO (Alles, was Ihr Tut)®
by D. Buxtehude. For Mixed Chorus and Soloists.
Ed. and Arr. by W. Ehret

*Orchestral material available on rental.
All vocal scores with plano accompaniment unless otharwise noted.
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