28 September

Don’t you hate it when you ask a question, and it’s answered with another question?

It’s like asking teenage daughters – Have you tidied your room yet?   Whyyiiyy?

You know the feeling.

Here we have the Chief Priests and Elders asking Jesus by whose authority he was teaching and preaching to the people.  Remember, Jesus and the Pharisees have had an icy conflict for the past three years.  To say the leaders did not get on with Jesus is an understatement – especially when you think what they end up doing before the end of the week!
The priests and scribes - they regard themselves as the experts on the Law -  like they have a PhD in the Old Testament.  I wonder if you know anyone with a PhD?  How do they like it when they are challenged over their own expertise?

Jesus answers their question, with another question about whether John’s Baptism was divine, or of human origin.

Clearly the Chief priests and scribes are worried.  If they answer Jesus that John’s Baptism was divine, then Jesus will ask why did you not believe he was a prophet?  If they answer that John’s Baptism was from men, the leaders know they will be in trouble with the large crowds that have gathered to hear Jesus teach.  This is because the crowds (including the tax collectors and prostitutes) do believe that John was a prophet, and that his Baptism did indeed have heavenly authority. 

So we come to the Parable of the two sons in the vineyard – where Jesus traps the elders again.

Two sons are asked by their father to work in the vineyard.  The first son says no, but changes his mind and does the work.  The second son says yes, but doesn’t go.

Remember asking the teenagers to tidy the bedroom.  Why?  Your cousins are coming for dinner.  Oookay!  Then later on you check.  They’re still watching TV!  

It’s easy to say yes, but often a lot harder to actually take action.  Especially if it is a major change on how you have always done things.  And especially if it’s hard, and not something we want to do.
This is also a reflection of Jesus’ own teaching: Not everyone who says to me Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of Heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 

And the reading from Ezekiel: When the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed, and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life.  Because they considered and turned away from all the sins that they had committed, they shall surely live.
The first son changed his mind.  He repented.  This is exactly what the tax collectors and prostitutes (the low life) did after they heard John the Baptist.

The Chief priests and scribes think they know all about religion, the Church, and what is right.  

The low life had a change of heart. They stopped thieving and their immoral activity. John came so that sinners would change their attitude.  The chief priests and scribes thought they had no need to change.  Why?  Because they thought they were good enough. Not like those scum over there!
What about accepting humility and regarding everyone else as better than you?  Not for these leaders!
(Let he who is free from sin cast the first stone)  Last week Betty spoke to us about the first shall be last and the last shall be first.  Those people who think they do everything right and have nothing to change. They think they are first.  But the low-life who change their ways to do good - even thought they were late changing – they actually become first.
The leaders of the Church know that the first son has done what his father asked.  He changed his mind.  But they’re not going to change their mind.  They won’t repent.

What Jesus is really asking is “Who is going to enter God’s kingdom?”

The leaders of the Church who hear the message of Jesus, and say yes – but just pay lip service?

Or the dregs of society who say, no – it’s all too hard.  But then they realise the need to care for the sick, feed the starving, or provide shelter for the homeless?  It is these scum (the tax collectors and prostitutes) who see the need to repent, who change their ways, and do God’s will.
Who’s going to Heaven?

I think the answer is obvious.

